
 
League of United Latin American Citizens 

 
 
 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
Margaret Moran 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Brent A. Wilkes 
 
NATIONAL OFFICERS 
Rosa Rosales 
Immediate Past President 
Maggie Rivera 
Treasurer 
Roman Rodriguez 
Youth President 
Frank Urteaga 
VP for Elderly 
Elsie Valdes 
VP for Women 
Ana Valenzuela Estrada 
VP for Youth 
Manuel Rendon 
VP for Young Adults 
Mickie Solorio Luna 
VP for Farwest 
Darryl Morin 
VP for Midwest 
Ralina Cardona 
VP for Northeast 
Juan Carlos Lizardi 
VP for Southeast 
Baldomero Garza 
VP for Southwest 
 
STATE DIRECTORS 
Rev. John Mireles 
Arizona 
Terry Treviño-Richard 
Arkansas 
Benny Diaz 
California 
Alfredo Haro 
Colorado 
Thomas Higgins 
District of Columbia 
Lydia Medrano 
Florida 
Brandie Bedard 
Georgia 
Rosemary Bombela-Tobias 
Illinois 
Wanda Gordils 
Indiana 
Joseph Enriquez Henry 
Iowa 
Michelle Cuevas-Stubblefield 
Kansas 
Yvette Butler, MD 
Maryland 
Esther Degraves-Aguiñaga 
Massachusetts 
Priscilla Rocha, Ed.D. 
Nevada 
James Fukuda 
New Jersey 
Ralph Arellanes 
New Mexico 
Eduardo LaGuerre 
New York 
Lourdes Ribera 
Ohio 
Ivonne Quiñones Lanzó 
Puerto Rico 
Elia Mendoza 
Texas 
Salvador Lazalde 
Utah 
Bob Garcia 
Virginia 
Arturo Martinez, Ph.D.  
Wisconsin 

 
March 18, 2014 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
On behalf of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), the nation’s oldest and 
largest Latino civil rights organization, I write to urge you to support both the Safe Schools 
Improvement Act (SSIA, H.R. 1199 & S. 403) and the Student Non-Discrimination Act (SNDA, 
H.R. 1652 & S. 1088).  SNDA classifies harassment as a form of discrimination and bans 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity from public schools. SSIA is 
a proposed amendment to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act that focuses on using 
local educational agencies to create policies that ensure harassment doesn’t impede education. 
 
Each time another news story comes out about the suicide of a gay teen, we must ask ourselves 
what we as a nation can do about it. Last year, I contacted your office about the tragedy of Carlos 
Vigil, a 17 year old Latino student from New Mexico, who committed suicide after posting a 
note on his Twitter account about the bullying he had suffered over the years. While not a 
solution to anti-gay prejudice, SNDA and SSIA represent a positive step forward in protecting 
our students from this kind of harassment.  Both of these bills would help establish policies in 
schools across the nation that would help put an end to such egregious bullying. These bills are 
not only about the government offering protections, but they would also empower families to act 
in ensuring the safety of their children. As of now, families have limited or no recourse for 
putting an end to harassment against their child. These bills would give hope to parents worried 
about their kids and feeling powerless to help. 
 
According to a study by the Center for Disease Control, lesbian, gay, and bisexual youth are four 
times more likely to attempt suicide than their straight peers. This alarming statistic is connected 
to their school environments: each episode of LGBT victimization, such as physical or verbal 
harassment or abuse, increases the likelihood of self-harming behavior by 2.5 times on average. 
Children who feel unsafe at schools also have a hard time focusing on their studies, and suffer 
academically. 
 
I am attaching to this letter the final message that Carlos imparted to the world, the note he 
tweeted just before taking his own life, along with an article, so that you may read for yourself 
about the circumstances of this incident and understand how it connects to these two bills. Each 
story such as Carlos’ is one too many.    
 
I thank you for your service and look forward to working with you as Congress continues to 
consider these crucial bills. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Luis Torres, 
Director of Policy and Legislation, at 202-833-6130, or by email at latorres@lulac.org.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Margaret Moran 
LULAC National President 
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“Bullying could be cause behind Los Lunas teen's suicide” 
 
KOAT 7 
July 15, 2013 
By Tanya Mendis 
 
LOS LUNAS, N.M. —Bullies may have led a Los Lunas teen to take his own life this weekend. 
 
Carlos Vigil was a 17-year-old Los Lunas High School student who had just returned from a trip 
out of state where friends said he spoke out against bullying. 
 
On his Twitter account this weekend, he posted a chilling message that read: "The kids at school 
are right. I'm a loser, a freak ...and in no way is that acceptable for people to deal with." 
 
Carlos claimed the kids called him gay slurs and he apologized for "not being a person that 
would make someone proud." 
 

Hours later, the teen committed suicide. 
 
As word spread Monday, local gay rights groups issued statements condemning bullying. Classmates of the teen have held fundraisers for 
the family. 
 
Carlos was an active member at Warehouse 508, an Albuquerque safe haven where teens learn about art and culture. 
The organization is now offering grief counseling to other students, the teen's friends and his family. 
 
Family members outside of Warehouse 508 declined an on-camera interview Monday but said they hope their son doesn't die in vain. 
 
They are keeping his Twitter account open so his story can live on and so more people will be aware of the bullying problems in the 
community.  
 
Read more: http://www.koat.com/news/new-mexico/albuquerque/bullying-could-be-cause-behind-los-lunas-teens-suicide/-
/9153728/20992392/-/ay2fv3z/-/index.html#ixzz2ZnU9IHJf 

 

Image from Carlos’ Twitter 
Posted July 13, 2013 
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