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Executive Summary

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) remains one of the most economically consequential im-
migration policies in modern U.S. history. As of March 31, 2025, there are 525,210 active DACA recipients 
living, working, paying taxes, and raising families in every U.S. state, the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. Despite representing slightly more than a million eligible individuals, DACA recipients and their 
households deliver outsized fiscal and economic returns: billions in annual tax revenue, billions more in 
consumer spending, and a sustained boost to industries from healthcare to education to small business.

Ending DACA — or eliminating its work-authorization component — would impose a measurable, long-
term economic cost on the United States. Independent analyses from the Coalition for the American 
Dream, the Cato Institute, the Center for American Progress, the Institute on Taxation and Economic 
Policy (ITEP), and the American Action Forum project total losses ranging from $351 billion to $1 trillion 
over the next three decades, with the loss of approximately 450,000 workers from the U.S. workforce 
and 188,000 jobs in DACA-owned businesses.

DACA Population: Latest Numbers

Active recipients (most recent USCIS data): 525,210 as of March 31, 2025.

Key demographic facts (USCIS, FY2025 Q2):

•	 Average age: 31 years old (median: 31)

•	 Gender: 54% female, 46% male

•	 Marital status: 31% married; 66% single; 3% divorced

•	 Country of birth: Mexico (~428,340), El Salvador (~20,770), Guatemala (~13,970), Honduras (~12,680), 
Peru (~4,850), South Korea (~4,730), Brazil (~3,900), and approximately 200 other countries.

•	 U.S. tenure: All recipients have lived in the U.S. since at least June 15, 2007 — more than 18 years.

•	 Geographic distribution: Recipients reside in every U.S. state, D.C., and Puerto Rico.
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STATE

California

Texas

Illinois

New York

Florida

All other states + DC + PR

TOTAL (March 31, 2025)

ACTIVE DACA RECIPIENTS

~150,460

~94,930

~28,200

~22,640

~21,470

~207,510

525,210

SHARE OF TOTAL

28.6%

18.1%

5.4%

4.3%

4.1%

39.5%

100%

1. Top States by Active DACA Recipients  
(March 31, 2025)

2. Economic Contributions  of DACA Recipients

Note: The total declined by approximately 8,000 between December 31, 2024, and March 31, 2025 — a steeper drop than prior 
quarters, likely tied to a USCIS processing slowdown (the agency completed 18% fewer cases in FY2025 Q2 than the same period 
the prior year). USCIS is currently not accepting new initial DACA applications.

2.1 EARNINGS AND EMPLOYMENT

•	 Employment rate: Nearly 91% of DACA recipients ages 25 and older are employed (ITEP / 8-year sur-
vey panel).

•	 Wage growth: Average hourly wages have more than doubled since recipients received DACA — from 
$11.92/hour to $31.52/hour, a 164.4% increase (10th Annual DACA Survey, Wong et al., 2024).

•	 Aggregate earnings: Approximately $27.9 billion in collective annual earnings (ITEP).

•	 Spillover effect: Research finds that DACA-recipient employment increases wages for U.S.-born work-
ers without reducing job opportunities in labor markets with higher concentrations of DACA partici-
pants.

2.2 TAX CONTRIBUTIONS

•	 Federal taxes: DACA-recipient households pay approximately $6.2 billion annually in federal taxes 
(Center for American Progress).

•	 State and local taxes: DACA-recipient households pay approximately $3.3 billion annually in state and 
local taxes (CAP); ITEP estimates DACA-eligible immigrants contribute roughly $2 billion annually in 
state and local taxes.

•	 Social Security and Medicare: DACA recipients contribute approximately $2.1 billion every year to 
Social Security and Medicare (ITEP).

•	 Cumulative since 2012: DACA recipients have paid approximately $40 billion in combined federal, 
payroll, state, and local taxes since the program began (Coalition for the American Dream).
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•	 Federal tax research estimate: The American Action Forum estimates DACA recipients contribute ap-
proximately $3.4 billion in federal taxes annually and add approximately $42 billion to annual U.S. GDP.

2.3 SPENDING POWER, HOMEOWNERSHIP, AND BUSINESS OWNERSHIP

•	 After-tax spending power: DACA-recipient households hold $25.3 billion in annual after-tax spending 
power (CAP).

•	 Cumulative spending impact: Recipients have contributed at least $150 billion to the U.S. economy in 
spending power since 2012 (Coalition for the American Dream).

•	 Homeownership: 30.7% of 2023 survey respondents purchased their first homes — a percentage 
that has risen steadily across a decade of surveys. DACA-recipient households own approximately 
68,000 homes, paying $760 million in annual mortgage payments and $2.5 billion in annual rent.

•	 Business ownership and job creation: DACA-owned businesses employ a substantial workforce — 
including up to 188,000 employees identified in the Coalition for the American Dream’s loss modeling.

Multiple independent research bodies have modeled the cost of terminating DACA or stripping work 
authorization. Findings converge on substantial losses across federal, state, and local economies.

3.1 HEADLINE LOSS PROJECTIONS

PROJECTED LOSS FROM ENDING DACA

Total long-term economic cost (working lifetime)

Future U.S. economic losses (next 30 years)

Lost state and local government revenue

Lost business income from DACA-owned businesses

Federal cost to support U.S. citizen children pushed into poverty

Employer training and recruitment costs to replace workers

Workers lost from the U.S. workforce

Jobs lost in DACA-owned businesses

U.S. citizen children pushed into poverty

ESTIMATED AMOUNT

Up to $1 trillion

Up to $648 billion

Up to $150 billion

At least $30 billion

Up to $10 billion

More than $8 billion

~450,000

Up to 188,000

~130,000

3. Economic Cost of Ending DACA Protections

Source: Coalition for the American Dream (2024–2025), drawing on analyses from leading immigration economists.
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3.2 CONVERGENT INDEPENDENT ESTIMATES

•	 Cato Institute: Ending DACA would cost the U.S. economy $351 billion over 10 years and reduce fed-
eral tax revenue by $92.9 billion — nearly $10 billion annually (Albright, Brannon & McGee).

•	 American Action Forum: Deportation-related costs alone would range from $7 billion to $21 billion.

•	 ITEP: Repealing DACA would reduce state and local revenues by approximately $700 million annually 
due to loss of work authorization and accompanying drops in employment, wages, and tax compli-
ance.

•	 Center for American Progress: $25.3 billion in annual after-tax household spending power and $9.5 
billion in combined annual federal, state, and local tax revenue would be at risk.

3.3 STATE-LEVEL CONCENTRATION OF LOSSES

The economic damage from ending DACA would not be evenly distributed. Four states would absorb the 
largest share of losses:

•	 California: Approximately $68 billion in lost economic output from non-working DACA recipients 
alone.

•	 Texas: Approximately $37 billion in losses.

•	 Illinois: Approximately $11 billion in losses.

•	 Arizona: Approximately $11 billion in losses.

3.4 FAMILY AND COMMUNITY IMPACT

•	 Nearly 1 million U.S. citizen family members — including more than 110,000 spouses and approximate-
ly 300,000 U.S. citizen children — could face separation from a DACA loved one.

•	 An estimated 130,000 U.S. citizen children would be pushed into poverty.

•	 Approximately 115,000 children would lose access to private health insurance carried by a DACA-re-
cipient parent.

4. Current Legal and Policy Landscape (2025–2026)

•	 Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals (January 17, 2025): Ruled that DACA’s protection from deportation is 
a lawful exercise of prosecutorial discretion and may be granted nationwide; however, the work-per-
mit component was deemed potentially unlawful with an injunction narrowed to Texas.

•	 Implementation status: As of mid-2025, none of the parties sought Supreme Court review by the 
May 20, 2025 deadline. The case has been remanded to U.S. District Judge Andrew Hanen for further 
action; Texas DACA recipients continue to receive work authorization pending implementation guid-
ance.

•	 Healthcare access (June 25, 2025): CMS finalized a rule excluding DACA recipients from the 
definition of ‘lawfully present’ immigrants for ACA Marketplace eligibility, taking effect 60 days after 
publication.

•	 New applications: USCIS continues to process renewals only — no new initial DACA applications are 
being accepted.
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5. Strategic Implications for Civil Rights Advocacy

The data establish three core advocacy points that LULAC and coalition partners can deploy with high 
confidence:

•	 DACA is a fiscal asset, not a fiscal cost. Recipients with work authorization deliver a net positive to 
federal, state, and local treasuries — no state in the modeled analyses experiences a net fiscal loss 
from DACA work authorization.

•	 The cost of ending DACA falls hardest on U.S. citizens. U.S. citizen children, U.S. citizen spouses, 
and U.S.-born coworkers in DACA-heavy industries would absorb the bulk of the human and eco-
nomic damage.

•	 Permanent legislative protection is the only durable answer. Each year of legal uncertainty 
depresses recipient earnings, deters home and business investment, and reduces aggregate tax con-
tributions — costs that compound annually until Congress acts.
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