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President’s Message

R
% Brothersand Sistersof LULAC:

I would like to wish all
LULAC membersandtheir fami-
liesahappy holiday season from
myself, the LULAC National
Board and National Staff. | would
also like to take this opportunity
to thank each member for thehard
work and dedication they exhibit
all year long while helping the
L atino community.

Thisholiday seasonisquite
unlike any we have ever seenin
the history of our country. | ask
that LULAC members pray for everyone touched by the events of
September 11, the anthrax scares, and the ongoing war against terror-
ismin Afghanistan. | know that asan organizaton, acommunity and
acountry, wewill cometogether to bring ajoyful and peaceful close
tothisyear. Let ushopethat 2002 bringsanew sense of security and
areturnto normalcy in America.

| personally look forward to the challenges of the upcoming
year, my last asLULAC National President. Theorganizationisac-
tively seeking new members so that when | step aside next June, |
will leave my predecessor abigger and stronger organi zation than the
onel took over four yearsago.

Our national officein Washingtonisalready in high gear pre-
paring for LULAC’stwo major annual events, the LULAC Legida
tive Awards Galaand LULAC National Convention. Asaways, the
legidative galawill be held in our nation’s capital this March and

Policy Strategy for 2002

In keeping with LULAC'sroleinthepolicy arena— advocacy
and support for LULAC membership— legidativeprioritieswill con-
tinue based onthe LULAC National Convention’sL egislative Plat-
form. Theissuesaddressed arefocused on thefollowing five priority
areas. education, health, immigration, economic and political repre-
sentation, and social justice.

The events of September 11" have forced are-examination of
our traditional priorities and a shift in strategy, and suggest a need
for adeeper analysis of our changing national prioritiesand itsim-
pact on the Hispanic community.

Theyear 2002 promisesto be one of new challenges. The coun-
try faces not only achallenging war, but an economy that isless se-
cureand inrecession. Policy priorities have been reconstructed by
the administration as a result of the war in Afghanistan and other
tensions worldwide. There are eminent changes in the relationship
between government and the people. Morethan ever, itisimportant
for the organization to attend to its mission, while at the same time
remaining sufficiently flexible to engage in the exploration of new
approachesin advocacy.

LULAC iscurrently working closely with Leslie Sanchez and
the White House I nitiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanic
Americansto establish aset of educational goalsfor Latino students.
Asamember of the Hispanic Education Coalition (HEC), LULAC
continues to lobby for legislation that would benefit Latino educa
tionin general with particular emphasis on Elementary & Secondary
Education Act appropriations. We a so continue to advocate for the
Broadband Internet Access Act to provide rapid deployment of
Internet servicesfor low-income urban and rural communitieswhere
many Hispanicsreside.

Please remember that you can help by contacting your repre-
sentatives on theissuesimportant to the L atino community.

will gather leadersfrom all facets of society to honor those that have Sincerely,

served uswell inthe political arena.
Our 73rd national convention and exposition will be held next -

June 23-29 in Houston, Texas. Itisagreat honor for meto havethe

opportunity to host the greatest convention of theyear in my home-

town. | hopeto seeevery LULAC member from Californiato Puerto

Rico cometogether in Houston for what | promisewill bethetime of Rick Dovalina

your life. LULAC National President

] ]
LULAC Index: Latinos Are the Future
The following numbers represent the percentage of the population under age of 18 who are Hispanic in each state.

50.9 New Mexico 19.0 New York
43.8 California 17.0 lllinois
40.5 Texas 16.2 New Jersey
36.1 Arizona 14.1 Rhode Island
28.6 Nevada 13.7 Connecticut
23.5 Colorado 12.7 Oregon
19.3 Florida 11.9 Hawaii

4 www.LULAC.org
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Leadership Summit Aims to
Establish Forum for Latino
Issues of the Southeast

Thefirst LULAC Leadership Summit
for the Southeast took place in San
Juan, Puerto Rico from October 19—
21, 2001. The summit was nearly canceled
because of the horrific events of September
11*; however, ElseValdes, LULAC National
Vice President for the Southeast, and Haydee
Rivera, LULAC State Director for Puerto
Rico, felt it was important to carry on with
the event in memory of thoselost to thetrag-
edy, and intributeto the heroism of the many
firefighters, police officers, medical teemsand
volunteerswho have bravely faced thecrisis.
The summit wasoriginally planned as
part of a celebration of Hispanic Heritage
Month, specifically to recognize the rapid
growth of the Hispanic population in the
American southeast during the past decade.
As such, it was designed to become one of
the prime public policy forumsfor Hispanic
affairsintheregion. It provided aunique op-
portunity to discuss some of the most press-
ing issuesaffecting L atinosin both the south-
east and the country generally.
Approximately 100 participants lis-
tened to thoughtful presentations regarding
such varied topics as civil rights, advocacy,
coalition-building, and the use of the media
for political campaigns, aswell asasobering
discussion on HIV/AIDS and bio-terrorism
related to the anthrax scare. Summit partici-
pantswere ableto engage expert panelistsin
lively discussion after their presentations.
The first day of the conference took
place in the amphitheater of the Museo de
Arte de San Juan. Thefirst seminar wasled
by LULAC leaders, including Hector Flores,
LULAC National Treasurer; Rosa Rosales,
LULAC National Vice President for Women;
Juan Garcig, LULAC National Vice President
for Young Adults; and Fernando Escabi,
LULAC National Vice President for Youth.
Their discussions focused on LULAC posi-
tions on the power of education, advocacy,
and civil rights.
That lively workshop wasfollowed by
a presentation by Carlos Escalante, Execu-
tive Director of the Interamerican Center for
Political Management in Florida. Mr.
Escalante detailed the challenges of the po-
litical campaign processand provided attend-

eeswith an overview of different communi-
cations theories by which Latinos can em-
power themselves politically should they
chooseto runfor office.

The presentations on HIV/AIDS and
anthrax held the audience in rapt attention.
MariaAyaa, Senior Evaluator for Health Pro-
gram Consultants in Puerto Rico, spoke of
the devastating impact AIDSwashaving on
Puerto Rico, particularly itsyounger inhab-
itants. Shewas accompanied by Dr. Kenneth
Dominguez of the Center for Disease Con-
trol, who gave anational perspective onthe
disease. Both their conclusions were the
same: Hispanicsare over-represented among
personswith AIDS. Dr. Dominguez also gave
abrief presentation on the basics of anthrax
and how its spread can be prevented.

After thefull day of invaluable presen-
tations, Elsie Valdez invited the participants
to anetworking reception, “ NuestrosLideres/
Our Leaders,” held at the San Juan City Hall
where local leaders mingled with LULAC
membersand shared important viewpointson
their regional experiences.

The L eadership Summit waswrapped
up thefollowing day at the historical Teatro

LULAC National President Rick Dovalina
with LULAC Vice President for the
Southeast and Summit host Elsie Valdes.
Tapiawith apanel discussion on Hispanics
and the congressional agenda. After arous-
ing chorusof “God BlessAmerica,” Sharon
Castillo, communicationsdirector for the Re-
publican National Committee in Washing-
tonD.C., delivered ahopeful message from
President George W. Bush. The President
believesthat the future of the United States
isdirectly related to the strides that L atinos
are now making, Ms. Castillo said. In the
president’ swords, “ America’sgreat success
hasgrown fromitsdiverse population and the
Hispanic community has been an essential
contributor to this success story.”

LULAC board members share a moment at the LULAC Leadership Summit for the
Southeast in San Juan, PR. L-R: Fernando Escabi, Vice President for Youth; Rosa Rosales,
Vice President for Women; Damaris Sifuentes, Vice President for Elderly; Brent Wilkes,
National Executive Director; Rick Dovalina, National President; Blanca Vargas, Vice
President for the Midwest; Hector Flores, National Treasurer; Armando Pomar, Florida
State Director; and Juan Garcia, Vice President for Young Adults.
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PBS To Premiere Latino Drama

Network To Launch National Outreach Campaign to

Latino Communities

arly next year the Public Broadcast-
Ei ng Service (PBS) will premiereanew
L atino drama seriesfeaturing an all-
Latino cast. AMERICAN FAMILY, premier-
ing in January 2002, will be thefirst Latino
drama ever to air on broadcast television.
Created by Academy Award nominated direc-
tor Gregory Nava(Sdlena), the seriesfeatures
an all-star cast of top Latino talent including
Edward James Olmoas, Ragquel Welch and Esai
Morales. Set in Los Angeles, the series
chroniclesthelives of the Gonzalez family,
depicting, with humor and affection, their
daily challenges and triumphs and the bonds
that hold them together.

“This exciting new Latino dramaisa
step in the right direction for assuring that
L atinos gain recognition and prominencein
the media,” said Monica Medina, Outreach
Project Director for AMERICAN FAMILY.
“Asit will beairing on broadcast television,
the series has great potential for tune-in and
for devel oping awide-reaching audience well
beyond the Latino community.”

Produced by El Norte Filmsand KCET/

Hollywood, the 13-part AMERICAN FAMILY
series will be supported by a national out-
reach campaign that will help local PBS sta-
tions build and sustain long-term relation-
ships with Latino communities and organi-
zations.

AMERICAN FAMILY and its outreach
campaignwill bring public television media
resources and opportunities to local Latino
communities and organizations. It will lay
thegroundwork for ameaningful partnership
asaway to address|ocal issues and present
the perspectives of the Latino community.
Through broadening the dial ogue around fam-
ily and community issues, AMERICAN FAM-
ILYwill givedl Americansanew understand-
ing about the vital contributions of diverse
Latino culturesacrossAmerica

A vital component to the outreach will
bethe AMERICAN FAMILY Album. Every-
oneispart of afamily and hastreasured fam-
ily storiesto share. Thisengaging activity will
provide opportunitiesfor familiesand com-
munitiesto exploretheir art, culture, history,
andtraditions. The AMERICAN FAMILY Al-

Photo by Joseph Viles

AMERICAN FAMILY stars (back row, I-r) Kurt Caceres, Rachel Ticotin, Esai Morales, Maria
Canals, Raquel Welch; (front row, I-r) Constance Marie, Edward James Olmos, Sonia Braga,

Austin Noah Marques and A.J. Lamas.

Edward James Olmos and Sonia Braga star
in AMERICAN FAMILY.
bum may become part of local festivalsand
events. Stationswill be encouraged to invite
local participation and showcase personal
storieson their Web sites. Stationsmay also
host daylong “Mi Familia” eventsto show-
case the art, culture and traditions of Latin
Americansthrough hands-on activities, mu-
sic, performances, interactive online experi-
ences, and community resources.

“Thisisagroundbreaking opportunity
for Latino organi zations and communitiesto
partner with their local public stationstoin-
crease awareness for the series and engage
familiesinlocd activities,” Medinasaid.

Onanational level, the campaign will
forgerelationshipswith Latino organizations,
including LULAC, to develop resourcesand
support activitieswithinlocal communities.
Funding for the national outreach campaign
is being provided by Johnson & Johnson,
Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB)
and PBS.

For more information about the out-
reach initiative, contact Monica Medina at
mmedina@kpbs.org, or 619.594.7152.
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LULAC Tennessee:

The Determination of a
Younger Generation

ToseeLULAC sprout upin new places
one only needs to look in Memphis,
Tennessee, wherethe Latino popula-
tion has grown from 7,000 in 1998 to more
than 150,000 in 2001. LULAC Tennessee
originated from the determination of five pro-
fessional women, each from adifferent coun-
try inLatin America.

Current State Director DilkaRomén, a
Puerto Rican, along with Cristina Vargas of
Colombia, Elena Salas of Panama, Anna
Palazola of Venezuela, and Mary Longoria
of Mexico, cametogether to form agrassroots
organi zation hoping to make adifferencein
Memphis. Working from their kitchens and
thetrunksof their cars, LULAC wasborn.

Beforelong each of thesewomen were
addressing issues of discrimination against
Hispanics, and promoting bilingualism, edu-
cation, and Hispanic businesses to the out-
sidecommunity. They haveasorecruited an
energetic young group of memberswho are
dedicated toimproving the conditionsof His-
panicsin Tennessee.

Now LULAC Tennessee hasgrown out
of the kitchen and into its own facility. In
January of 2001, LULAC Tennessee opened
its 3000 sq. ft. state office and resource cen-
ter. The center isrun by volunteerswho as-
sist over 250 members and respond to more
than 80 phone calls per day.

Todate, LULAC Tennessee hashelped
the Hispanic community by assisting withrent
and utility payments, delivering food to un-

assisting with funeral services, and provid-
ing religious and professiona counseling,
legal services, housing services and money
management seminars.

For ailmost a year, the LULAC center
has been hosting ESL and computer classes
taught by local LULAC college students. The
response has been impressive with over 100
studentsenrolled.

This past summer LULAC Tennessee
assisted morethan 1000 Hispanicsover a7-
hour period who came to apply for the IRS
Individual Taxpayer Identification Number.
Thisnumber allowsimmigrantsto open bank
accountswithout the need for aSocia Secu-
rity number, aswell as obtain state identifi-
cation and legally pay taxes.

LULAC Tennessee was also recently
involved in assisting over 450 workerswith a
food drive when their employer left town.
LULAC arranged for food to be donated from
other nearby statesaswell.

One of the main goals of LULAC has
been to raise fundsfor young studentsto go
to college. The state of Tennessee does not
recognize Hispanicsas minorities. Thisde-
nies Hispanicsthe advantages of affirmative
action at state colleges and universitiesand
further hindersthe possibility of scholarships.
Over $90,000 has been awarded to deserving
Hispanic students in Tennessee. Each stu-
dent who hasreceived ascholarshipisrespon-
siblefor donating fifty hourstothe LULAC
state officein Memphis.

LULAC Tennessee has also started to

der-privileged families, assisting with jobs,

2 ~*

Immigrant workers line up outside of the LULAC Tennessee office to receive assistance in
obtaining an ITN number that will allow them to file tax returns and open bank accounts.

Local business contractors receive a lesson
in architectual formation from Mexican
architect Ricardo Escajadillo (standing) at
the LULAC Tennessee technology center.

haveapresenceintheloca media. They were
featured recently on Univision’s Primer
Impacto. When MaximiliaBarron, aseven-

(continued next page)

LULAC scholarship recipients paint the
Tennessee State Office in preparation for its
opening.
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Verizon Gives
$200,000 To
LULAC Young

Readers

ecognizing that the path to successin

school starts early in the educational
process, Verizon Communications has
joined LULAC and LULAC National Edu-
cational Service Centers (LNESC) to help
young Hispanic children devel op good read-
ing skills. With a continued grant from
Verizonintheamount of $200,000, LNESC
will implement and increase the Young
Readers Program in fifteen Hispanic com-
munities acrossthe country.

The Young Readers Program was
originally implemented as asix-week sum-
mer program but has been expanded to a
year-long program due to the generous con-
tribution to literacy made by Verizon Com-
munications and the Verizon Foundation.

“Lacking necessary language skillsto
excel in the classroom, Hispanic students
often fall behind their peersin scholastic
achievement,” said Richard Roybal, LNESC
Executive Director. “By thetimethey reach
high school, many becomefrustrated by this
lack of achievement and drop out of schooal.
Itisimperativethat weinterveneearly inthe
educational processand reversethistrend.”

Theprogram provideselementary stu-
dents an opportunity to experience enjoy-

LNESC Executive Director Richard Roybal and LULAC Executive Director Brent Wilkes
stand with Verizon Vice President Victor Cabral, who holds up a check for $200,000
designated for LULAC’s Young Readers Program.

ablereading activities that instill alove for
reading, encouragingthemto makereading
alife-long habit. Ultimately, theprogramwas
designed for studentstoimprovetheir over-
al school performance and increase their
reading scores.

Participants meet weekly during the
summer and monthly during the school year
with areading coordinator and engagein edu-
cational activities that are entertaining and
help children build concepts, develop an un-
derstanding on the reading process and ex-
periencethejoy of reading.

A local elementary public school pro-
videsareading teacher to implement the pro-
gram. Support of the local community and
parental involvement are central to the suc-

cessof the program.

Thisgrant was made possiblethrough
the Verizon Foundation, which serves the
nonprofit community on behalf of Verizon
Communications, America's premier
wireline and wireless company with more
than 112 million accessline equivaentsand
morethan 28 million wirel ess subscribers.
The Verizon foundationisone of thetop 10
largest corporate foundations. One of
Verizon’'smajor funding prioritiesisbasic
literacy due to its impact on education,
health, economic development, and those
who speak English asasecond language.

For more information, call Lorena
Maymi, National Young Readers Coordina-
tor, at (202) 835-9646.

: . A T - | VI
Tennessee State Director Dilka Roman (far left) readies the field of contestants in the

I T L L e

potato sack races. The event was part of the 5th Annual Fiesta for Children held in

conjunction with Radio Ambiente.

month pregnant Mexican womanwasbrutally
murdered and her 4-year-old son Eric went
missing, LULAC Tennessee sought theassis-
tance of America’'s Most Wanted to profile
the case in the hope of finding the missing

child. When theyoung boy’sbody wasfound
several months later, LULAC was there to
make arrangementsfor the bodiesto be sent
hometo Mexicofor burial. LULAC contin-
uesto push thelocal law enforcement agen-

ciesto find thoseresponsible.

LULAC Tennessee continuesto build
itsresourcesto keep fighting the issues that
affect all Hispanics living in the state.
LULAC sgtate officeand resource center has
served to bring the Hispanic community to-
gether, providing them with educational fo-
rums on topics such aswomen’s health, im-
migration, cultural adaptation, family plan-
ning, and civil rights symposiums.

State Director Dilka Roman plans to
keep increasing membership, and isactively
working to generate new revenues and de-
velop more programsfor the Tennesee State
Office. “Compared to where we were three
yearsago, wehavecomealongway,” shesaid.
“But there are so many of our peoplethat need
help and LULAC will continuetowork hard
so that we can provide all that’s needed to
Latinosin Tennessee.”
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The League of United Latin American Citizens
and its Corporate Alliance
cordially invite you to attend

[

The Fifth Annual
LULAC

National Legigative Awards Gala
Celebrating the 73nd Anniversary of LULAC

[

J.W. Marriott Hotel
1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC

Wednesday, March 13, 2002

6:00 pm Cocktails

7:00 pm Awards
8:00 pm Dinner
9:00 pm Entertainment

L]
For more information;-please call (202) 833-6130

Black Tie
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2002 LULAC National Legislative Awards Gala

SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT

Please print or type the requested information below to confirm sponsorship.

Name Title

Company

Address

City State Zip
Telephone Fax

Please indicate choices below: Contributions are not tax deductible.

[ Platinum Sponsor ......... Please reserve two tables at $25,000.

[ Gold Sponsor ................ Please reserve one table(s) at $10,000 per table.
[ Silver Sponsor ............... Please reserve one table(s) at $6,000 per table.
[] Bronze Sponsor ............. Please reserve one table(s) at $3,000 per table.
[ Individual Ticket ......... Pleasereserve ticket(s) at $250 per ticket.

Enclosed ismy check, payableto LULAC Legidative Galain the amount of $

Please charge my: [] visa [ Mastercard ] American Express

Account No: Exp Date

Signature Date

Please send agreement and payment to:
LULAC National Office, 2000 L St., NW, Suite 610, Washington, DC, 20036
PHONE (202) 833-6130 FAX (202) 833-6135

10 www.LULAC.org LULACNEWS e January/February 2002



LULAC and
Mazda Give
Away New Car

atthew M. Lara of San Antonio, TX,

was awarded a new 2002 Mazda
Protegéb by Mazda and LULAC on Satur-
day, December 8 at LULAC’sannual board
meeting. Proceeds benefit the LULAC Na-
tional Office, LULAC National Educational
Service Centers, and local LULAC councils
throughout the country who participated in
the program.

“LULAC isvery pleased to be partners
with Mazda,” said LULAC National Presi-
dent Rick Dovalina. “They are a company
committed to giving back to the Hispanic
community and providing our organization
with anew Mazda Protegé is proof of that.
The proceeds from this raffle will allow
LULAC to giveout more money in scholar-
ships and enhance some of our other pro-
grams.”

“We're honored to provide support to
LULAC through the donation of our hottest
new car, the Mazda Protegeb,” said Jay

Mazda representative Sandra Gonzalez, LULAC Fiscal Officer Carolina Mufioz, National
President Rick Dovalina, Auditor Dan Painter, and National Treasurer Hector Flores observe
as the winning name is read in the Mazda raffle.

Amestoy, Vice President of Public & Gov-
ernment Affairsfor MazdaNorth American
Operations. “LULAC and Mazda make a
great fit and we' relooking forward toalong
and prosperousrelationship.”

“First of dl, | want to giveall thethanks
andglorytoGod,” said Lara. “| alsowant to
thank Mazdaand LULAC for not only sup-

porting the Hispanic community, but for giv-
ing methe best Christmas present ever.”

Laraisa33-year-old single parent with
two children. He purchased asingle $5 ticket
from LULAC Council 4482 in San Antonio.
He will be accompanied by National Presi-
dent Rick Dovalinato aMazdadealershipin
San Antonio to receive hisnew vehicle.

American Family Ad
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Attention L*U*L*A*C Councils

ANNOUNCING
THE LULAC NATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

The LULAC Nationa Educational Service Centers
(LNESC) are awarding scholarshipsto deserving His-
panic students who are in college or will be enrolling
in college next fall. Hispanic students who have ex-
celled academically and who demonstrate need, |ead-
ership, and acommitment to their community are en-

couraged to apply.

LNESC is pleased to extend an invitation to all LULAC Councils to participate in the LNSF
matching funds program. Partnership Agreements will be available in January for the year 2002.

Please contact Carlos Zapata, Scholarship Administrator if your council did not participate
in the LNSF matching funds program last year and would liketo do so in 2002. We ask that
you pleasedo soin writing at: LNESC, 2000"L" St., NW, Ste. 610, Washington, DC, 20036,
or viae-mail at: LNESCAwar d@aol.com.

APPLICATION PROCESS: LULAC Councils must be in good standing with the LULAC
National Office in order to participate in the 2002 LNSF matching funds program. Your council
must compl ete the Partnership Agreement (parts A& B) and return it along with your local fundsto
the LNESC National Office by March 1. Studentsinterested in applying for an LNSF scholarship
must first contact (you) thelocal LULAC Council to request a scholarship application. The dead-
line for students applying to the program is March 31, 2002. Councils must turn in the student
recipient report (part C& D) along with the compl eted student applicationsto the LNESC National
Officeby May 1, 2002. Recipient awardswill beissued on July 15, 2002 and January 15, 2003.

LULACS Centers e
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News From Around the League

LULAC Partners with
University of Texas
System, Creates Youth

Leadership Academy

Texas LULAC and the University of
Texas System announced anew partnership
to help Hispanic high school students get
admitted to Texas colleges and universities
on November 12, 2001. The partnershipin-
cludes the creation of a Youth Leadership
Academy at the University of Texas-Austin.

Fifty Central Texas high school stu-
dentswill participatein the Academy, which
includes three weekend workshops at the
system’s Austin campus. Studentswill learn
study topicssuch aspublic speaking, |eader-
ship skills, goal planning, financial aid, and
diversity.

“TheUT Systemisthefirst largeinsti-
tution that hasreally embraced thisprogram
and the potential it has to add to the cam-
pus,” said Roseanne Ortega, LULAC Texas
deputy director for youth.

Ortega initiated similar programs at
community collegesin North Texasin 1994.
Now the goal isto eventually include all 21
LULAC districtsthroughout Texas.

University of Texasat Austin President
Larry Faulkner isexcited about the opportu-
nity to reach out to the fastest-growing seg-
ment of Texas' population.

“Thisuniversity issupposed to be about
all of Texasand it’'s supposed to be about all
of what Texas sees in its future,” Faulkner
said. “Hispanicyouth havean enormousrole
to play in the future of Texasfor decadesto
come. Theuniversity needsto dowhat it can
to help develop the talent that is in that
group.”

Arizona State Director

To be Honored

ArizonaState Director Mary L. Fimbres
will be honored by the Women's Foundation
of Southern Arizonathis March and will be
placed in their annual tribute book “In Cel-
ebration of Women: Everyday Heroes,”
scheduled to be out in January.

The Women'’s Foundation isan organi-
zation committed to raising, managing and
granting funds in order to help women and
girls overcome economic, political, racial,
gender, and social barriers.

University of Texas at Austin President Larry Faulkner at a press conference announcing a
partnership between LULAC and and the University of Texas System.

Mary was also in-
ductedintoLULAC SNa
tional Women’s Hall of
Fame this past June at
LULAC's72 Annual Na-
tional Convention in
Phoenix, Arizona. She
served as the co-chair of
thenational conventionin
Phoenix and was the key
personin Arizonato orga-
nizevolunteersand ensure
the convention was asuc-
cess. Her commitment to
excellence and leadership
skillsprovedinvauableas
shewasableto organizea
successful convention in
|essthan six months.

Mary’s leadership,
advocacy, dedication, and

LULAC National VP for Women Rosa Rosales (left) presents

commitrn.ent. have had @ Arizona State Director Mary Fimbreswith the LULAC Women's
very positiveimpactonthe  Hall of Fame Award.

L atino community in Tuc-

son and throughout the state of Arizona. She
servesonthe LULAC National Board of Di-
rectors and she is the Board Secretary and
Program Chairperson for the LULAC Na
tional Educational Service Centers Board of
Directors.

Asal ULAC volunteer and member of
the community, she has been recognized for
her efforts. Previous awards/recognitionsin-
cludethe Latina Heritage Award; Volunteer
Center of Tucson, Citizen of the Year; U.S.

Army Certificate of Appreciation; Honorary
Army Recruiter; Knightsof Columbus* Fam-
ily of theMonth” Award; F.B.l. Community
ServiceAward; Y WCA'sWomen ontheMove
Award; Pima County Supervisor Dan
Eckstrom’s Community Service Award;
Mujer 2000 Rising Star Award; Arizona
LULAC sWoman of the Year Award; HUD'’s
Friends of the Community Award; and Pima
Community College's Hispanic Student En-
dowment and Community Service Awards.
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News From Around the League

Leadership Director

Making a Difference

LULAC's Youth Leadership Institute
Director Almal. Yubetawasrecently recog-
nized by Arizona's YWCA at their Annual
Women on the Move Awards Banquet.

As the Director of the Leadership In-
stitute, AlImaisworking hard to offer students
aternativesin life and is helping in the de-
velopment of the next generation of leaders.
Thelnstituteisdesigned to keep middleand
high school students in school and prevent
youth crime by focusing on personal leader-
ship development. A key ingredient to this
programisthat studentsare ableto enroll as
community college students and earn valu-
ablecollegecredits.

Initially LULAC sagreementswith the
city of Tucson and PimaCounty wastotrain
300 students, but under Alma's leadership,
the Institute surpassed all expectations and
trained over 850 students.

Currently, Almais also the Co-Chair
of the 13" Annual LULAC Youth Leadership
Conference. She has been a member of the
conference’splanning committeefor the last
eight years. Shealso currently servesasAri-
zonaLULAC's State Treasurer and astheDi-
rector of Youth Programsfor Pima Commu-
nity Collegeand LULAC Arizona.

AlmaisaNogales native and strongly
believesin volunteerism. Shehasearned an
Associate' sdegreein computer sciencefrom
Pima Community College, abachelor’s de-

LULAC Youth Leadership Institute Director
Alma L. Yubeta.

National Vice President
Wins Valle del Sol Award

LULAC National Vice President for
the Farwest Richard Fimbresreceived one
of Arizona’'s most prestigious awards this
past September. Valedd Sol, al atino com-
munity-based organization, presented
Fimbreswith one of seven Profiles of Suc-
cess awards. The awards annually honor
the contributions L atinos make to the com-
munity and the state of Arizona.

“| was very honored to receive this
award asitisavery prestigiousaward given
out inthe state of Arizona,” said Fimbres.
“| felt it was avery positive reflection on
the volunteerism and the commitment we
have madeto achieve LULAC'sgoalsand
objectives in improving the qualityof life
for al our citizens.”

Valle del Sol provides behavioral
health, educational, and social servicesto
theLatino community in Arizona. Fimbres

LULAC National Vice President for the
Farwest Richard Fimbres.

alsowontheaward for LULAC Man of the
Year at the LULAC National Convention
in Phoenix this past June.

gree in business/communications/political
science and Spanish from the University of
Arizona, and aMaster’s degree with distinc-
tionin educational |eadership from Northern
ArizonaUniversity.

Alma'svolunteer effortshave earned her
several awardsincluding LULAC Commu-

nity Service Awards; two FBI Outstanding
Community Service Awards; U.S. Army Re-
cruiting Battalion Certificate of Appreciation
with military coin; Outstanding Community
College Alumni Award; and the City of
Tucson’s Citizen and Neighborhood Services
Award.

board member.

L-R: Mr. Candy Saenz, LULAC District 7 Director and President/CEO of South Bay
Latino Chamber of Commerce (SBLCC); Honorable Janice Hahn, Councilwoman, 15th
District, Los Angeles,CA, and founding board member of the SBLCC; Dr. Juan
Hernandez, Director of Mexicans Living Abroad and Mexican Americansfor the Mexican
Government; and Mr. Trini Jimenez ESQ., LULAC Lennox Council Member and SBLCC
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We Will Miss You!

LULACDistrict 111 of North Texasrecently
sponsored a farewell party for Dr. Corina
Gardea. Dr. Gardeahasbeeninstrumental in
thefounding of the LNESC Center in Dallas
and asasupervisor of the“Rising Star” pro-
gram sponsored by the Dallas County Com-
munity College District. Sheisleaving for
Phoenix, AZ, where she has been named
president of Maricopa County Community
College. Shewill be missed by her friends
and associatesfrom LULAC.

L-R: Roman Palomares, Past Texas State
Director; Adrian Rodriguez, Texas District
I11 Director; Dr. Corina Gardea; Rey de los
Santos, Dallas LNESC Director; and Hector
Flores, LULAC National Treasurer.

LULAC Goes to Tijuana

LULACwaswell represented at arecent con-
ference sponsored by the Mexican govern-
ment in Tijuana, Baja California. The
Instituto Nacional de Migracion held acon-
ference to promote the “Paisano Program”
that will help Mexican immigrants in both
the United Statesand Mexico. LULAC was
one of several organization from more than
30 statesto attend the event.

L-R: LULAC National Treasurer Hector
Flores, California State Director Mickie
Luna, and LULAC Legal Counsel Joaquin
Avila in Tijuana, Mexico.

Breakfast in Laredo

LULAC Council 7 of Laredo, TX hosted a
breakfast in honor of LULAC National Trea
surer Hector Flores on November 24, 2001.
Theevent washeld at the CotullaStyleBBQ
Housein Laredo.

Back Row (I-r): Conrado Hein, Jr.; Role
Gonzalez; LNESC boardmember; and Roger
Rocha, Texas Deputy State Director.

Seated (I-r): Pitin Guajardo, Candy
Rodriguez, and Hector Flores.



Book Review

Mexican American
Odyssey: Felix Tijerina,
Entrepreneur and Civic
Leader, 1905-1965

In Mexican American Odyssey, Tho-
masH. Kreneck not only tracestheinfluen-
tial life of Houston entrepreneur and civic
leader Felix Tijerina, but also shows how
Tijerina senterpriseinfluenced and reflected
the trends in Mexican American devel op-
ment during yearsthat were crucia for the
Hispanic community. Kreneck outlines a
pattern of identity and assimilation that has
been traced in broader terms by other schol-
ars, who have called Tijerina's contempo-
rariesthe Mexican American Generation.”

Felix Tijerina was born in 1905 in
Mexico, athough he publicly claimed to
have been bornin Texas. Heworked hisway
from busboy and waiter to owner of aprof-
itable, well-known chain of Mexican restau-
rants. The story of his economic success
parallelsthat of other self-made American
business leaders. But his contribution did
not end there. He was an active leader of
local, state, and national Mexican Ameri-
can organizations, and in those groups he
worked to advancethe Hispanic community
and promote social harmony. Moreover,

Kreneck demonstrateshow Tijerina'slifeand
efforts symbolized the history of a people
who, by the time Tijerina died in the mid-
1960s, were no longer lost in aseaof voices
and ineffectual .

Emerging as a leader in such main-
stream groups and boards as Rotary Interna-
tional and the Houston Housing Authority,
Tijerinawas apioneer in Mexican American
interactionwith Anglos. Hewasnoted for his
effortson behalf of Mexican American edu-
cation. While serving an unprecedented four
termsas national president of LULAC, from
1956 to 1960, he launched an internation-
aly acclaimed educational initiative called
the Little School of the 400, to teach English
to preschool Spanish-speaking children.

Through Tijerina’slife, Kreneck illus-
tratestheintricate relations between Anglos
and Mexican Americansduring theearly and
middleyearsof the century. Heidentifiesboth
prejudiceand opportunity in Tijerina’ senvi-
ronment and analyzes the qualities that al-
lowed the man to flourish within those cir-
cumstances. He also showshow Tijerinaand
his colleagues responded to the black civil
rights movement that swept the Southinthe
later yearsof hislife.

Mexican American Odyssey thus por-
traysasignificant individual and placeshim
within alarger context asamember of agen-
eration whose importance still affects soci-
ety at large.

“Thework isvery impressive and will
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be recognized asan important contribution,
especially inthefield of Mexican American
biography,” said Emilio Zamora, author, The
World of the Mexican Worker in Texas.

THOMASH. KRENECK is head of
Special Collections and Archives at Texas
A& M University—Corpus Christi. A spe-
cialist in developing local research re-
sources, Kreneck founded the Mexican
American archival component at the Hous-
ton Metropolitan Research Center.

Policy Briefs

Immigration Reform

TheUnited Statesand Mexico resumed
galledtalksonimmigration reformwhen mid-
level officialsmet on Tuesday, November 20,
2001. Cresating abetter situation for millions
of undocumented workersin the United States
was high on the priority list of both Presi-
dent George W. Bush and M exican President
Vicente Fox until the events of September 11,
2001.

Senate Mgjority Leader Tom Daschle
(D-SD) and House Minority Leader Richard
Gephardt (D-MO) asotraveledto Mexicoon
Friday, November 16, 2001, to discuss im-
migration with President Fox.

“LULAC is pleased that the United
States and Mexico are putting immigration
reform back onthetable,” said Rick Dovalina,
LULAC National President. “Werealizethat
the eventsof September 11 call for increased
national security, however we also have to

understand that hard-working immigrants
should not be punished for the actions of oth-
ers. Now isthetimeto revisit the talks be-
gun back in August and comeup with aplan
tolegdizethe statusof millionsof immigrants
contributing to our economy.”

The United States could actually en-
hance national security by legalizing immi-
grant workers, who would be subject to FBI
background checks. 1t would also allow the
United States to more accurately know ex-
actly whoisinthe country and eliminatethose
that pose athreat.

“If you legalize the status of undocu-
mented workers you allow them to step out
of the shadows and become regular members
of our society,” said Dovalina. “The country
benefitsbecauseit knowswhoishere, where
they are, and what they are doing.”

Administration, Congress Announce
Plans To Restructure INS

Attorney General John Ashcroft and
Republican members of Congress are pro-

ceeding with two separate plansto reformthe
Immigration and Naturalization Service
(INS). Ashcroft’s plan would separate the
agency into enforcement and services divi-
sions, but still maintain one agency. Con-
gressman James Sensenbrenner (R-WI),
Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee,
proposes to create two completely separate
entities.

“Weareall well awvarethat theINShas
struggled to provide accurate and timely ser-
vicesto the hundreds of thousands of people
seeking to become citizens and permanent
residents, while increased funding for bor-
der enforcement has failed to aleviate the
flow of immigrants looking for work,” said
Dovalina. “Any planto restructurethe INS
must include adequate funding to the services
division to relieve the backlog and provide
the services that are needed. We are con-
cerned that with national security beingahigh
priority right now, funding for enforcement
will beplentiful and serviceswill remainthe
sameor get worse.”
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