The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), the
nation’s oldest and largest Latino civil rights organization,
has supported military veterans for nearly 100 vyears.

LLEAGUE ()][UNITED LATIN We've advocated for key legislation like The PACT Act and

The Brandon Act to ensure service members receive the care

AMERICAN CITIZENS and benefits they deserve. LULAC is committed to

advancing the wellbeing of all veterans by advocating for
access to education, affordable housing, healthcare, and
other essential services.

Attu Congressional Gold Medal Act v
Background

The Defenders of Bataan, Corregidor, and Attu Congressional Gold
Medal Act is a bipartisan, bicameral bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to Americans who fought in the Pacific Theater and
endured captivity from December 8, 1941, to August 15, 1945,
including the Saskinax people of Attu, the Indigenous Unangax (Aleut)
inhabitants of the westernmost Aleutian Island.

On December 8, 1941, National Guardsmen from the 200th and
515th Coast Artillery Regiments were among the first U.S. forces to
engage Japanese troops in the Philippines, defending Bataan and
Corregidor under extreme conditions. After surrender, American service
members were forced onto the Bataan Death March, where roughly
700 Americans died, and survivors endured years of abuse, forced
labor, and starvation as prisoners of war.

Reasons to Support

This moral act of recognition aims to correct a historic omission by
formally honoring all those who endured captivity in the Pacific. It
affirms equal honor for defenders regardless of their background,
surname, or zip code, specifically acknowledging the frontline service
and sacrifice of Latino Americans. By including civilians, nurses, and the
Saskinax people of Attu, the act reflects the full scale of sacrifice while

These defenders were
remaining non-political and cost-neutral. Ord'"a")' individuals
who showed

Conclusion

uncommon courage
A significant lack of recognition persists for those who served and . di
suffered in the Pacific Theater, particularly for POWs and impacted In extraordinary
Indigenous communities. The service of many defenders from Latino and circumsfances, and
immigrant backgrounds has been overlooked, and members have failed whose service
to receive the equal honor they deserve. Immense civilian sacrifice from
nurses and many women who were taken captive remains deserves formal
underrecognized, hlg.hllghhng a profound impact of war that extended national recognifion.
far beyond the battlefield.
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